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Guiding Architects is an international network for architectural guided tours with members in 37 destinations. Our members are 
independent companies, all of which offer professional tours for groups in the region or city where they are based. Participants get to 
see the most interesting modern architecture, visit important buildings and experience exciting city districts – all accompanied by an 
expert guiding architect.

What distinguishes the members of Guiding Architects from other tour organizations, is the high quality of the tours we offer.

All our guides have a professional background in architecture. They have extensive knowledge of the building culture in their country, 
from construction process to planning politics. And of course they’re also excellent communicators, share the participants’ interests 
and enthusiasm and provide a first-hand experience of the architecture in their city.

This brochure presents some of our most popular ready-to-book tours and excursions. But we have a lot more tours to offer and also 
organize customized excursions according to the client’s wishes. Please contact our local partners for more information.
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Golden Age Walk

The historical centre of Amsterdam is a UNESCO world heritage site and 
counts no less than 8500 listed monuments. From its origins as a fisher-
man’s village in the 12th century, Amsterdam developed into an important 
harbour town and then became one of the most important cities in Eu-
rope. This development is still visible in the city fabric today. Let us take 
you on a chronological walk from the very first harbour to the medieval 
part of town and the baroque canal area, finishing in the village-like Jor-
daan quarter with its hidden courtyards.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking / rental bikes
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a hotel in the center of Amsterdam, café 
  reservation
Languages: Dutch, English, German, French
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   490 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café

architour 
guided tours to architecture in holland

Wenslauerstraat 16
NL - 1053 BA Amsterdam

www.architour.nl
info@architour.nl

Tel. +31-6-12464628

Start of the tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide

Explanations about the city history of Amsterdam: origins, Golden Age, 
industrialization, recent developments

Chinatown and Redlight District
- The origins of Amsterdam –

Dam Square
- Hinge between the ‘new’ and the ‘old side’ of the city

Canal area
- Monumental city ensemble from the 17th century - 

Explanations about the urban layout, creation of the canals, water manage-
ment,  architecture of canal houses

Coffee break at a characteristic old café

Jordaan quarter
- From a poor man’s area to an artists’ neighbourhood -

Visits to several hidden “hofjes”: historic courtyards with housing for the 
elderly

End of tour at the hotel or in the city center
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Amsterdam

Along the Waterfront

Most large-scale new developments in Amsterdam are located on the wa-
terfront, close to the city centre. This day tour takes you along the shores 
of river IJ, presenting conversions of former harbour areas and new iconic 
buildings – from the docklands to a hidden car-free residential area, and 
from the new film museum to the old wood shipping harbour.

architour 
guided tours to architecture in holland

Wenslauerstraat 16
NL - 1053 BA Amsterdam

www.architour.nl
info@architour.nl

Tel. +31-6-12464628

Start of tour at the hotel, meet and greet with guide

Eastern Docklands 
Walk across transformed harbour docks KNSM, Java and Borneo-Sporen-
burg, with high-density patio houses, urban blocks and individual row 
houses with private water access.

Lunch at a café

Oosterdokseiland
- artificial peninsula, tranformed into a dense new city district - 

Amsterdam Public Library (Jo Coenen, 2007)
Interior visit

Short ferry ride across the water

EYE Film Institute, (Delugan Meissl Architects, 2012)
- sculptural icon on the waterfront -
Interior visit and coffee break

Westerdok and Houthavens
Residential blocks on the waterfront (various architects, 2008), Palace of 
Justice (Claus en Kaan, 2013) and residential highrise Silodam (MVRDV, 
2003)

Explanations about the future of Houthavens: creation of finger-shaped 
residential peninsulas reaching into the harbour

End of tour, e.g. on the panorama terrace of Silodam

Duration:  8 hours
Transport: public transport / rental bikes / bus
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a hotel in the center of Amsterdam, café 
  reservation
Languages: Dutch, English, German, French
Group size: max. 30 pax
Price:   890 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café and transport costs
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From neoclassical to contemporary Athens

Athens as a settlement is more than 3,500 years old but as a national 
capital it is fairly young. This tour is a itinerary through the last centuries 
starting with the first master plan of the city, in 1933. Across the center 
we will visit some of the most significant neoclassical buildings ending up 
on the slopes of Acropolis with two important examples of modern and 
contemporary architecture.

Duration:  6,5 hours
Transport:  on foot
Services:   experienced local architect as a guide, museum and café 
  reservation
Languages:  Greek, English, Italian
Group size: max 20 persons
Price:   450 Euros + 23% VAT
not included:  consumption at café, museum entrance fee, guiding to the  
  sculpture exhibition of the museum

arcult.gr
Fokianou 7 str.
11635 Athens

www.arcult.gr
mpapadee@tee.gr

Tel. +30 2107291328

Start of tour at the metro station “Panepistimio”

The first part of the tour is dedicated to the neoclassical period of the city 
that lasted almost a century: from 1830 to 1920.

The Athenian trilogy (University – National Library – Academy), 
Christian & Theophil Hansen, 19th cent.
H. Schliemann’s residence, E. Ziller, 1879
Parliament (ex Royal Palace), F. von Gaertner, 1836-43

coffee break at New Hotel

New Hotel, Fernando & Humberto Campana, 2011 (interior visit)

The museum of Acropolis is a successful example of the coexistence be-
tween a modern structure and a monument. Since its completion the build-
ing became the new landmark of the city.

Museum of Acropolis, Bernard Tschumi, 2003-2007 (interior visit)

lunch at the museum’s cafe’
 
Dimitris Pikionis is one of the most important architects of modern Greek 
architecture and his intervention around Acropolis is considered his mas-
terpiece. The project includes a network of footpaths, the renovation of a 
Byzantine church and the construction of a pavilion for rest and refresh-
ment.

Open space intervention around Acropolis, D.Pikionis, 1954-57

End of tour on the top of Philopappos hill with a breathtaking view to the Acropolis.

Athens
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The evolution of polykatoikia 
(local apartment building typology)

“Poly” in Greek means multi and “katoikia” means residence: by visiting 
some of the most representative examples of housing projects in the 
center of Athens we will explore the evolution of this building typology 
from the 30’s until today

Duration:  4 hours
Transport:  on foot
Services:   experienced local architect as a guide, café reservation
Languages:  Greek, English, Italian
Group size: max 15 persons
Price:   250 Euros + 23% VAT
not included:  consumption at café, museum’s entrance fee

arcult.gr
Fokianou 7 str.
11635 Athens

www.arcult.gr
mpapadee@tee.gr

Tel. +30 2107291328

Start of tour at the metro station “Panepistimio”

Apartment building, P. Mihailides & T.Valentis, 1933-34
Blue apartment building, K. Panayotakos, 1932-33
Two of the finest examples of apartment buildings built during the middle-
war period.

Apartment building, Susana & Dimitris Antonakakis, 1972-73

coffee break

Apartment building, A.Patsouris, 1987-91
One apartment building of the 70’s and one of the late 80’s, both very im-
portant for enriching the construction process with new aspects and this 
building typology with innovative elements.

“One Athens”housing complex,  Divercity Architects, 2010 – 2014
The building, on the slopes of Lycabettus hill, that housed since 1961 the 
design practice of Costantinos Doxiadis, a leading figure of Modern Greek 
Architecure and Urbanism, has been converted into a luxury housing com-
plex by Divercity Architects. 

end of tour at “Dexameni” cafe’-restaurant 

Athens
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Barcelona

Mont Juïc

Artificial nature – natural art. The urbanization of the city’s green town hill 
step by step: a pristine hill away from the city – the medieval quarry – the 
great city cemetery as from 1850 – the 1929 Universal Exhibition– the 1992 
Olympics and today, with the latest improvements, a large green recrea-
tional area in densely populated Barcelona.

Carrer Bailen 232bis 1B
SP - 08037 Barcelona

www.ga-barcelona.es
barcelona@guiding-architects.net

Tel. +34 654 016 445

Start of tour at Les Arenas, meet and greet with guide

Montjuic
Les Arenas - Concert-Shoppinghall in former bullfight arena (R. Rogers, 
2011)
Jardí Botanic (Carlos Ferrater & Beth Figueras, 1998-2000) 
Torre de Comunicaciones (Santiago Calatrava, 1989-92)
World Exhibition Pavillon Mies van der Rohe, 1929 
Museum Caixa Forum  (Josep Puig i Cadafalch / Arata Isozaki 1911 / 2002) 

Optional lunch at Caixa Foum Museum

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: on foot / bus
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at Les Arenas main entrance 
Languages: English, German, French, Spanish, Catalán, Italian
Group size: max. 30 pax
Price:   475 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at restaurant and transport costs
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Barcelona

Diagonal

On a large scale: Plaça de les Gloriès triangle – Forum – Vila Olímpic (i. e. 
the neighbourhoods’ of Poble Nou, San Marti and Besos) is probably the 
area with the liveliest planning and building activities of the last decade: it 
is precisely in this area where the special planning district 22@ is located. 

Carrer Bailen 232bis 1B
SP - 08037 Barcelona

www.ga-barcelona.es
barcelona@guiding-architects.net

Tel. +34 654 016 445

Start of tour at Metro Station “Glories”, meet and greet with guide

Plaça de les Glòries
Witness the ongoing transformation of Plaça Glories into a new green sustainable 
city center.  

Mercat dels Encants (B720, 2013)
Design Hub Museum (MBM arquitectes, 2013)
Torre Agbar (Jean Nouvel, 2005)

22@ district
Transformation of a former industrial area into a mixed use quarter with “clean” 
industries, educational institutions, office buildings, commerce’s, public buildings 
and social housing projects.

Comunication Campus UPF  (2008, Josep Benedito/Ramón Valls)
Media Tic, Cloud 9 (Enric Ruiz, 2010)
Museo Can Framis (BAAS Arquitectos - Jordi Badia, 2009)
Media Pro Tower (Carlos Ferrater, 2008)
Hotel Me (Dominique Perrault, 2008)
Parc Central del Poble Nou (Jean Nouvel, 2008)

End of the Tour at Plaça Glories

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: public transport / rental bikes / bus
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at metro exit Glories  

Languages: English, German, French, Spanish, Catalán, Italian
Group size: max. 30 pax
Price:   475 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: transport costs
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The Mélange

The tour focuses on the historic centre and its complex and often contra-
dictory development as the result of a long and turbulent history. 

The tour presents key geographical, historical and socio-cultural facts 
needed for a comprehensive understanding of the city’s development, its 
architecture and urban structure, from antiquity to the present day, focus-
ing on the mid 19th to mid 20th centuries as well as the modernisation 
process, during which the city underwent fundamental changes from a 
provincial Ottoman border town into a modern European capital.  

Duration:  available as 2.5, 4 and 8 hour tour
Transport: walking
Services:  experienced local architect as guide 
Languages: English, German
Group size: from 1 to 25 pax
Price:   dependant on the duration and size of the group; 
  ranges from 100 Euros (1-4 people for a 2.5 hour tour) 
  up to 700 Euros (a maximum of 25 people for an 8 hour  
  tour. Please contact us for our detailed price list. 
  The tours are VAT free. 
not included: entrance fees to museums, consumption at cafés and 
  restaurants, booking of meals

Njegoševa 65
SRB- 11000 Belgrade

www.360beograd.org
info@360beograd.org

Tel. +381-61-3215020, +381-60-5330295

Programme outline: 

Belgrade´s crescents – Toplicin and Kosancićev venac
The tour starts at the city’s oldest urban ambient, at the river Sava slope, 
focusing on the oriental and Ottoman heritage. 

Kralja Petra Str. - an architectural variety of different historical epochs
Walking through the city’s oldest street, dating from the Roman times, we 
observe the complex mixture of architecture styles. 

Dorćol
We visit the Student Square - the former Roman forum and proceed to 
the river Danube slope, focusing on the 19th century reconstruction of the 
urban matrix in the spirit of the European academism.

Belgrade´s rivers (excluded in the 2.5 hour tour)
We finish the tour at the rivers Sava and Danube confluence where we 
observe some icons of modernism, as well as contemporary architecture 
and some industrial heritage.

Info: 
The duration of the tour can be adapted to visitors’ particular interests or require-
ments.

Belgrade

Belgrade at the Sava and Danube rivers - Photography: Uroš Antić

Square Nine Hotel, Branislav Mitrović, Vasilije Milunović, Isaye Weinfeld, 2011, 
Student Square - Photography: Ana Kostić

Detail of the facade of the Department Store by Viktor Azriel, 1907
Kralja Petra Str. - Photography: Vojislava Lopičić
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Belgrade

The Radiant City

The tour focuses on the post WWII development of New Belgrade, ana-
lysing the successes and failures of its revolutionary concept as a modern-
ist city and a new capital for a new socialist Yugoslavia. 

The tour presents key geographical, historical and socio-cultural facts 
needed for a comprehensive understanding of New Belgrade’s develop-
ment, its architecture and urban structure as well as its legacy and future, 
focusing on the process of its transformation from an administrative cen-
tre to a residential urban agglomeration. 

Programme outline: 

The administrative centre of New Belgrade
The tour starts at the confluence of the rivers Sava and Danube, focusing 
on the ideologies behind its creation as a political statement of an emerging 
socialist nation of Yugoslavia. 

Residential blocks
We proceed to the modernist residential blocks, planned in the spirit of 
Le Corbusier’s Athens Charter and analyse the development and transfor-
mation of these concepts in relation to changes in the political and socio-
cultural environment of the country. 

Office and commercial blocks
We finish amongst the office and commercial blocks on the banks of the 
river Sava across the historic centre of Belgrade analysing the matter of the 
de-politicization of urban issues.

Info: 
The duration of the tour can be adapted to visitors’ particular interests or require-
ments.

Duration:  available as 2.5, 4 and 8 hour tour
Transport: charter-bus, van, taxi or public transport
Services:  experienced local architect as guide 
Languages: English, German
Group size: 1 - 25 people
Price:   dependant on the duration and size of the group; 
  ranges from 120 Euros (1-4 people for a 2.5 hour tour) 
  up to 840 Euros (a maximum of 25 people for an 8 hour  
  tour.) Please contact us for our detailed price list. 
  The tours are VAT free. 
not included: entrance fees to museums, consumption at cafés and 
  restaurants, booking of meals

Njegoševa 65
SRB- 11000 Belgrade

www.360beograd.org
info@360beograd.org

Tel. +381-61-3215020, +381-60-5330295

Panorama of New Belgrade - Photography: Vojislava Lopičić

Genex Towers, Mihalo Mitrović, 1980 - Photography: Milica Lopičić

Community Centre Fontana, Uroš Martinović, 1967
Photography: Vesna Vučinić
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The New Museums Island 

The restoration of the Museum Island according to David Chipperfield’s 
master plan is currently Berlin’s largest inner city project. Following the 
celebrated re-opening of Neues Museum, the construction of a new central 
entrance building, the James Simon Gallery marks the completion of the 
UNESCO World Heritage site’s extensive restoration – leading into an 
impressive 21st century museum complex. With short visits to selected 
museums, the tour highlights the many eras that have left outstanding marks 
on the peak of the former island of Cölln.

Duration:  2,5 - 3 hours
Transport: walking 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at Museums Island
Languages: English, German, French, Spanish, Italian,
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   375 Euros + 35 Euro Lizenz Fee + 8,00 Euros/person 
  entrance + 19% VAT
not included: consumption at café

Frankfurter Tor 1
10243 Berlin

www.ticket-b.de
info@ticket-b.de

Tel. +49 30 420 26 96 20

Start of the tour at the Museums Island meet and greet with the guide

Altes Museum (Karl Friedrich Schinkel, Hilmer & Sattler und Alb-
recht)
visit of cupola and big stairs

Lustgarten (Karl Friedrich Schinkel, Hans Loidl),  Berlin Dome (Julius 
Carl Raschdorff), Old National Gallery (Friedrich August Stüler, Heinrich 
Strack, H.G. Merz), Kolonnadenhof (Levin Monsigny) 

New Museum (Friedrich August Stüler, David Chipperfield, Julian 
Harrap) 
visit of the courts and the big stair hall

Gallery at Kupfergraben and construction-site James-Simon-Galle-
ry (David Chipperfield)

Pergamon-Museum (Alfred Messel, Ludwig Hoffmann, O.M. Ungers,  
Jan Kleihues, Walter Noebel)

Bode-Museum (Ernst von Ihne, Heinz Tesar),  
visit of the two cupola-halls

Berlin

© Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Photographe: Maximilian Meisse

© Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Photographe: Achim Kleuker
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Sustainable Development

The construction and real estate industry is in a state of flux: topics like 
energy management, resource conservation, healthy living and working 
conditions are becoming increasingly relevant. Sustainable development 
implies a minimisation of energy and resource consumption as well as 
protection of our ecosystem, throughout all phases of a building’s lifecycle. 
During this tour we focus on the development of innovative and future-
oriented models of energy conservation in connection with outstanding 
architecture in Berlin.

Duration:  8 hours
Transport: bus, walking 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at hotel
Languages: English, German, French, Spanish, Italian,
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   1.095 Euros+ 30,00 Euros entrance fee +19% VAT
not included: lunch, transport costs

Frankfurter Tor 1
10243 Berlin

www.ticket-b.de
info@ticket-b.de

Tel. +49 30 420 26 96 20

Start of the tour at the hotel and greet with the guide

Heinrich Böll Foundation (e2 Architekten)
inside visit

Philological Library / Foster „Brain“ (Norman Foster), 
inside visit

lunch
busride to Science City Adlershof

SOLON SE Headquarter (Heinrich Schulte Frohlinde) 

Center for Photonics „Amöbe“ (Sauerbruch/Hutton)
Physics Faculty, Humboldt University Berlin (Augustin und 
Frank)
inside visit

Erwin-Schrödinger-Zentrum, Library und Auditorium (Gössler 
Architekten)

Chemics Faculty (Volker Staab) 
inside visit

Sulfurcell production building (Krehl Girke Architekten)

Berlin
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Bilbao - one day tour

There is a nearly endless list of interesting modern architecture which is 
worth a visit in Bilbao and its metropolitan area. Bilbao has undergone a 
very impressive change in the last 25 years, from derelict heavy industry 
area to one of the most prosperous and expensive areas of contemporary 
Spain. It is, however, quite difficult to see and understand these remarkable 
changes in a visit to the streets of Bilbao. 
We see it as our mission to explain in our presentations and during our 
tours what has been done and achieved in the areas, also clearing up com-
mon misunderstandings as the overestimation of the Guggenheim Museum 
for the development of the city.

Duration:  8 hours
Transport: walking + public transport (metro, transporter bidge) 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a central location 
Languages: Spanish, English, German, French, Italian
Group size: max. 25 pax * (please ask for group conditions)
Price:   790 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café and restaurants, transport, entrance fees

C/ San Francisco 15, 3º der.
48003 Bilbao

www.ga-bilbao.com
bnitsch@ga-bilbao.com

Tel. +34 629174 006

Start of tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide

Introduction to Bilbao and visit the city center:

Abandoibarra Area  - urban plan by Cesar Pelli,  
university lecture building - Alvaro Siza, library of Deusto - Rafael Moneo; 
Melia Hotel ¨Legoretta & Legoretta Architects, residencial Buildings - C. 
Ferrater, Iberdrola Tower - Cesar Pelli, Fine-Art Museum - L. M. Uriarte 

Guggenheim museum – Frank O. Gehry
....the unquestioned landmark of Bilbao.

Ensanche Area
Pedestrian bridge Zubizuri - Santiago Calatrava, Towers of Iribitarte - 
Arata Isozaki, Local Governments Library - IMB Arquitectos, Civic Center 
Alhondiga - Philippe Starck

lunch break 

Visits to some remarkable buildings and areas on the way out to the har-
bour with the famous transporter bridge:

Barakaldo - Galindo Area
Estadio Lasesarre - by Nomad/Eduardo Arroy, Plaza del Desierto - by 
Nomad/Eduardo Arroyo, Plaza Pormetxeta - MTM/Xspiral 

Transporter bridge - UNESCO world heritage monument
by Alberto Palacios/francois Arnodin

End of tour at Metro station in the town center

Bilbao

Guided tours on architecture in Basque Country
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Bilbao

Rioja wine area - one day tour 

The one day tour to the Rioja wine area is organized with a private bus, lea-
ving Bilbao in the morning and coming back in the evening. We drive through 
the mountain ranges southwards into the area of La Rioja with its different 
climatic characteristics.

«Architecture used as a marketing instrument - giving your wine a built recogniz-
able face» is the common topic in the selected modern or historic architec-
ture included in the tour.

A quite rural area with a manmade «landscape of wine» has been gaining 
international attention by its spectacular modern wineries spread out over 
the area, creating attractions for a new type of tourism -  so called «Eno-
tourism».  Architectural experiences and winetasting are combined to leave 
longlasting memories. 

Start of tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide, start with bus

After the initial busride we will visit one or two wineries in the morning  
- always finished with a winetasting. We have our favorite combination of 
wineries, but other interesting combinations are possible. The final selec-
tion depends on availability of the wineries on the selected dates.  

Recommended wineries to visit are: 
Bodegas Lopez de Heredia (Tondonia) -  
parts by Zaha Hadid 
Bodegas Baigorri - by Iñaki Aspiazu
Bodegas Ysios - by Santiago Calatrava
Bodegas Marques de Riscal - additional hotel by Frank Gehry

A lunch break with typical local cuisine can be arranged in a restaurant or in a 
winery.  

In the afternoon we will do some exterior visits to other wineries and a 
stopover in Vitoria (on the way back to Bilbao), to see its remarkable old 
town and two outstanding architectural masterpieces.

End of tour at the hotel in Bilbao

Other options are a third indoor visit of a winery in the afternoon or a 
visit to Logroño, the local capital. 

Duration:  8 -10 hours
Transport: private bus
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at hotel, reservations
Languages: Spanish, English, German, French, Italian
Group size: max. 25 pax * (please ask for group conditions)
Price:   790 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café and restaurants, transport costs
  entrance fees

C/ San Francisco 15, 3º der.
48003 Bilbao

www.ga-bilbao.com
bnitsch@ga-bilbao.com

Tel. +34 629174 006

Guided tours on architecture in Basque Country
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Brussels after Water? Urban acupuncture 
around the old docks

Unlike other European capitals, Brussels urban transformation does 
not feature trendy waterfront redevelopment and the resurgence of 
its riverbanks. By contrast, Belgium’s capital city has buried its river 
and former dock area, but replaced it with a plethora of acupunctural 
interventions showcasing the best of its contemporary architecture. With 
a focus on cultural activities such as theatres and museums, this tour 
highlights recent architectural trends mainly around the old dock area, 
with (almost) not a drop of water in sight! 

Duration:  4 hours (including coffee break)
Transport: walking 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and
  greet in the center of Brussels, café reservation
Languages: English, French, Italian, Spanish, Dutch
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   450 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café

Meeting in front of the Flemish Government Cabinet (Place des Martyrs), 
meet and greet with the guide

Introduction to Brussels and the River Senne, the city’s industrial water 
infrastructure and the recent use of culture as a tool for revitalization and 
territorialisation in the European Capital

Waucquez Building/ Belgian Comic Strip Center
Designed by renowned Belgian architect Victor Horta, this former retail 
building is not only an architectural landmark per se, but illustrates some of 
the consequences of having buried the river Senne once running through 
Brussels (includes short interior visit).

National Theatre 
Recently designed for the French-speaking community, this theatre 
underlines the role of high-quality contemporary architecture and Brussels’ 
condition as territory caught between the cultural expressions of different 
communities.

* coffee break in trendy central café

KVS / Royal Flemish Theatre
Discover an enthralling new theatre inside an older outside layer and begin 
the exploration of Brussels’ former dock area after an overall explanation 
of its history, demise and resurgence

La Bellone
One of Brussels’ most well-kept secrets and most lively cultural centres

Bronkx Youth Theatre
A theatre for the younger members of society, and good architecture for all: 
a second step along Brussels’ former docks.

End of tour along the Charleroi-Brussels-Antwerp Canal

Brussels

Waucquez Building/ Belgian Comic Strip Center

KVS / Royal Flemish Theatre

Bronkx Youth Theatre

Rue de Venise 29A
BE - 1050 Brussels
www.archipentage.be
info@archipentage.be
Tel. +32 (0)475 357372

ar[chi]pentage
architectural guided tours 
in Belgium
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Brussels

Brussels Modern: between Culture and 
Infrastructure

From Art Deco to post-war modernism, many architectural landmarks 
reveal the attempts to make Brussels a well-connected European capital and 
a cultural highlight. This tour explores these layers and takes you through a 
non-linear walk through history and urban development trends.

Start of the tour at Mont des Arts (in front of Old England building), meet and 
greet with the guide
Contextualisation of Brussels’ urban development and its transformations 
in the name of ‘culture’ and ‘infrastructure’ in the 20th Century (pre-WWI, 
inter-bellum period, post-WWII, International Expo)

Old England/ Mont des Arts
Explanation about the layered attempts to create a ‘cultural centre’ in 
Brussels with view from rooftop terrace of the city structure

Bozar Museum
Connections between the ‘high’ and the ‘low’ city and short interior visit of 
a highlight building by renowned Belgian architect Victor Horta

Galerie Ravenstein
The 1958 International Expo and its legacy in the urban core

Central Station/ Sabena building
The North-South railway junction and its consequences for Europe’s capital 
city 

* coffee break in a typical café

Grand Place
The heart of historic Brussels

Halles Saint-Gery/ Dansaert street
A glimpse of Brussels’ main fashion street 

End of tour in the city center

Duration:  4 hours (including coffee break)
Transport: walking 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and
  greet in the center of Brussels, café reservation
Languages: English, French, Italian, Spanish, Dutch
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   450 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café

Old England/ Mont des Arts

Galerie Ravenstein

Grand Place

Rue de Venise 29A
BE - 1050 Brussels
www.archipentage.be
info@archipentage.be
Tel. +32 (0)475 357372

ar[chi]pentage
architectural guided tours 
in Belgium

17



Cologne

Rheinauhafen: The old toll harbor of the 
city

Transformation is the key note in Cologne’s “Rheinauhafen”, the old toll 
harbor, located on the left bank of the Rhine, in direct neighborhood to the 
medieval city center. The biggest challenge for the urban planners was to 
keep the original style of the harbor and at the same time to create some-
thing totally new with this largest building project in Cologne of the past 
few years. Almost two kilometers of high quality architecture at a stretch, 
car-free and with Rhine view, including Europe’s longest underground car 
park.

Eye catchers from near and far: the “Crane Houses” by BRT Archi-
tekten Bothe Richter Teherani

The “Wohnwerft” – or habitation dock, by local architects Oxen & 
Römer

Duration:  2 hours
Transport:  on foot
Services:   experienced local architectural guide
Languages:  English, German, Spanish, French 
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   250 Euros + 19% VAT

Antwerpener Str. 2
50672 Köln

www.archipedes-koeln.de
schlei@koelnarchitektur.de
Tel. +49-221.9523763
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Cologne

„Old meets new“- Contemporary Archi-
tecture in Cologne’s city centre

Cologne is looking back at a history as a Roman capital and the most impor-
tant pilgrimage and trade center north of the Alps in medieval times. After 
a vast destruction during the Second World War, the city was rebuilt upon 
the old medieval ground plan. We can observe a variety of distinct concepts 
to “wed” the historic heritage with contemporary architecture. Furthermo-
re, buildings and structures of the fifties and the multifaceted tradition in 
ecclesiastical architecture are also decisive for the urban context. Strolling 
through the city, the tour does not only look at single objects and names, 
but digs deeper into the realm of ideas and concepts.

LVR Tower 
„Cologne in 360 degrees“ view on the right river bank: have a first look at 
the city panorama and hear some general remarks on the main transfor-
mation processes at both sides of the river. 

Cathedral surroundings
Walking across the river via the old rail bridge and investigating new archi-
tectural solutions in the vicinity of Cologne’s Cathedral.

Coffee break

Wallraf-Richartz-Museum 
The modern building houses the most prized art collection of the city. 
Two building sites with new museum projects right beside.

KOLUMBA
The Museum of the Archbishopric by Peter Zumthor 

“Cosmopolitan House” 
Peek & Cloppenburg department store by Renzo Piano

Duration:  3.5 hours
Transport:  on foot
Services:   experienced local architectural guide, building reservations,  
  café reservation
Languages:  English, German, Spanish, French
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   450 Euros + 19% VAT
not included:  consumption at café and transport costs

Antwerpener Str. 2
50672 Köln

www.archipedes-koeln.de
schlei@koelnarchitektur.de
Tel. +49-221.9523763
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Frankfurt

Money, art, banks and museums

Every visitor appreciates Frankfurt with its unique skyline. It consists of the 
high-rise buildings of the European central bank, the most powerful German 
banks and many important national and international firms.
Frankfurt is highly accessible via its airport, the largest one in Germany, 
giving flight passengers the occasion for a quick trip to the inner city.
Besides the high-rise area, Frankfurt also has parts with a more village-like 
character. That’s perhaps why many people feel at-home in Frankfurt and 
why people from different cultural backgrounds live there together quietly 
and harmoniously.
Further, these may be reasons why the quiet, small big-city is called a ‘me-
tropolis’.

Start of the tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide

The first destination is the ‘Westhafen’ (western harbor): a former 
commercial harbor, now used for office buildings and luxury apartments, 
with a dock. The ‘Westhafen-tower’ could be considered a landmark, with 
its facade formed by glass-triangles.

On the river banks, the museums built in the eighties give an overview 
of the architectural tendencies of this period. This is also where you have 
a nice panorama of the high-rise buildings on the north side of the river.

It’s time for a coffee break.

The tour will continue through the ‘Römerberg’, the historical centre 
of Frankfurt, an area with different historic and modern buildings. You will 
see the cathedral, the town-hall ‘Der Römer’, reconstructed framework 
houses, the exposition-hall ‘Schirn’ and the Saalgasse (street) with city-
houses built in the eighties by different architects. 

The walk will finish on the view terrace on top of the ‘MainTower’ at 
a height of 200 m. From there you will have a marvelous view of Frankfurt 
and its environs.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:   experienced local architect as guide, meet and greet at a ho-
tel   in the center of Frankfurt, café reservation
Languages:  German, English, Spanish, Dutch
Group size:  max 25 pax
Price:   360,- € + 19 % VAT
Not   included: consumption at café, entrance fee MainTower (6,- €  
  p.p), transport fees
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Frankfurt

From the rough to the exquisite 
New functions for former industrial areas

Start of the tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide

Our walk starts at Café ‘Strandperle’ (at Eiserner Steg bridge). It per-
mits a very nice view of the Frankfurt skyline. 

Along the Main riverbanks the ‘Deutschherrenviertel’ housing-area 
will be reached. This is a new urban settlement built on the site of a for-
mer communal abattoir. Notable buildings are the ‘Main-Plaza-Tower’ and 
an oval office- and apartment block.

On the bridge above the main-river we will see the former wholesale mar-
ket hall, a remarkable building from the twenties, which is now a part of 
the new headquarter of the European central bank. The old building 
is now overshawdowed by the striking design of the two glas towers of 
the bank, designed by Coop Himmelb(l)au. The building became a landmark 
in the east of Frankfurt.

In the Hanauer Landstraße (street) are office buildings from the 
early twentieth century, which are now used by architects and designers.  
A former brewery area has been transformed into fancy restaurants, bars, 
galleries and lifestyle shops. Behind it, by contrast, there is a view of the 
rough industrial and storage buildings of the old Osthafen (eastern 
harbor). Unexpectedly, amidst the concrete, iron and stones is also a small 
green oasis, with a little lake. 

Duration:  4 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:   experienced local architect as guide, meet and greet at a ho-
tel   in the center of Frankfurt, café reservation
Languages:  German, English, Spanish, Dutch
Group size:  max 25 pax
Price:   360,- € + 19 % VAT
Not included:  consumption at café, transport fees
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Lake Alster and City Centre

The Tour demonstrates the interplay of the vibrating City Centre and the 
hanseatic elegant atmosphere, loosened up by accents of modern architec-
ture.

Duration:  3 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:   experienced local architect as guide, meet and greet at a side  
  hotel in the center of Hamburg
Languages:  German, English, French
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   440 Euros + 19% VAT

Starting point of the tour is the Side Design Hotel.

From here the way leads past Emporio Tower to Brahmskontor and on to 
Gängeviertel with the Brahmsquartier. The tour continues along Fleetinsel 
and Neuer Wall to the 

Chamber of Commerce with the interesting ‘house within a house’ concept 
of Behnisch Architects. Following the Jungfernstieg, we cross city hall square 
and reach the former cathedral square. The tour ends in the venerable 
Kontorhausviertel.

You will see the following buildings and projects:

side Hotel,  Jan Störmer with Matteo Thun and Robert Wilson   
Redevelopment Jungfernstieg,  André Poitiers with WES
Binnen- and Außenalster
Townhall

‘Haus im Haus’ in the chamber of commerce,  Behnisch and Partner
- with a special interior visit of the normaly private parts-

Kontorhausviertel with Chilehaus, Messberghof and Sprinkenhof, Ge-
brüder Gerson / Fritz Höger 

Deichtorcenter, Bothe Richter Teherani

End of tour at the hotel or at Kontorhausviertel

Hamburg

architectural guided tours in 
Hamburg

Donnerstraße 5
D - 22763 Hamburg

www.a-tour.de
mail@a-tour.de

Tel. +49-40-23939717
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HafenCity

The tour shows how the former harbour area is being converted into a 
modern residential and business district.

Duration:  3 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:   experienced local architect as guide, meet and
  greet at the Infocenter Kesselhaus in the middle of HafenCity
Languages:  German, English, French
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   440 Euros + 19% VAT

The tour starts at the Kesselhaus, a former boiler house, at the heart of the 
emerging HafenCity. We will use the model of the city to explain to you the 
current and future planning processes for the HafenCity.

The tour begins with the developments along the harbour basin at Sand-
torkai. From here, it continues across the Magellan Terraces to the Elbphil-
harmonie concert hall. 

Following Kaiserkai, we reach the Marco Polo Tower designed by Behnisch 
Architekten. The tour continues on to the Unilever headquarters, through 
Grasbrook and Sandtor parks to the Katharinenschule school. 

You will see the following buildings and projects:

Elbphilharmonie (new concert hall) on top of Kaispeicher A, Herzog & 
de Meuron (under construction)

Polder buildings at Sandtorhafen, amongst others: Störmer Murphy and 
Partners, Bothe Richter Teherani, Spengler & Wiescholek, Böge-Lindner

Buildings at Kaiserkai, amongst others: Ingenhoven, Chipperfield, Leon 
Wohlhage Wernik, Carsten Lorenzen

Buildings at Sandtorpark, amongst others: Richard Meier, Baumschlager 
& Eberle 

Marco Polo Tower + German head office Unilever, Behnisch Architects

Primary school Katharienschule 
-with an special interior visit-

HQ Greenpeace, Bob Gysin + Partner BGP

HQ Spiegel,  Henning Larsen Architects

End of tour at the hotel or at HQ Spiegel

Hamburg

architectural guided tours in 
Hamburg

Donnerstraße 5
D - 22763 Hamburg

www.a-tour.de
mail@a-tour.de

Tel. +49-40-23939717
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From the Arab Fortress to the Capital of 
Spain

Madrid’s city centre is the witness of its very peculiar history: based on 
an Arab defence-fortress and regained by the Christian kings in the 11th 
century, Madrid, a small and economically unimportant town of 20.00 
habitants in the middle of nowhere, became the new capital of the powerful 
Spanish Empire in 1561. A City-Walk with an introduction to the urban 
history leads through the most important public spaces in the City Centre 
explaining some of the characteristics of Madrid’s historic architecture.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking /rental bikes / Segways
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, reservation of coffee  
  break
Languages: Spanish, English, French, German
Group size: Max. 25 pax.
Price:  480 Euros + 21% VAT
Not included: Consumption at coffee break, transport, entrance fees

The beginning of the tour will be at the fountain of Plaza de Oriente, meet and 
greet with the guide.

From the Arab fortress to the “Villa y Corte”: Royal Palace, 
Arab city wall, Calle Mayor, church San Nicolás, Plaza de la Villa, market San 
Miguel, Plaza Mayor. 

Coffee-break on the Plaza Santa Ana

Spaces in the structure of the city centre: Puerta del Sol as the 
representative square of the 19th century and Granvía, Madrid’s Broadway, 
inserted into the historic urban structure.

Parks, monuments and museums: Plaza Cibeles Paseo del Prado, 
Madrid’s Museums-mile: Thyssen Museum, Prado Museum, Caixa Forum 
and Museum Reina Sofía.

End of the tour near Atocha railway-station

Madrid
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A Bikeride through the New Green Belt of 
Madrid

Madrid’s foundation and urban development have been conditioned by its 
small river named Manzanares. Not big enough to be shippable, it provided 
the city up to the end of the 18th century with the necessary water. Then 
an artificial riverbed and dams were built to make the Manzanares seem a 
real 30 meters wide river! Then in the 1960 the ring highway M30 was built 
all along this riverbank. Now in the last ten years the Municipality put the 
highway underground converting its rooftop into a brand new and very 
popular 7 km long Park: Madrid Rio.

Duration:  3 hours
Transport: rental bikes
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, reservation of coffee  
  break
Languages: Spanish, English, French, German
Group size: Max. 25 pax.
Price:  390 Euros + 21% VAT
Not included: Consumption at coffee break, bike rental

The beginning of the tour will be at the fountain of Plaza de España, meet and 
greet with the guide.

From the city-edge to the Manzanares river: Plaza España, 
Temple of Debod, West Park, old Northern Railways Station, Manzanares 
river, Casa de Campo.

Coffee-break close to the lake of Casa de Campo

Along the Madrid Rio Park: The new recreational area in Madrid’s 
South, Arganzuela Bridge, the beach of Madrid.

The new Cultural Centre Matadero: Form an old industrial buil-
ding-complex to the most important new cultural institution for creation 
and exhibition of art in Madrid. 

End of the tour al Matadero, Legazpi

Madrid
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Architecture of the 20th Century

Milan in the 20th century lives in an extraordinary architectural experience 
that represents the Italian cultural and historical events. The avant-garde art, 
the Second World War, the emergence of design and fashion, the economic 
boom, were always accompanied by a continuous evolution of architecture 
that acquires a unique style for Milan. In the first half of the 20th Century, 
the return to the order is the basis for the cultural experience of modernity, 
while the second half, the period of reconstruction and expansion of Milan, 
sees an evolution of modern architecture that lead to the definition of 
a real Milanese style, between continuity and innovation in research and 
expressive use of technology. 

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking + underground from Hq Montecatini to corso Italia
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  greet in Duca  
  d’Aosta square, in front of the Central Station, café reservation
Languages:  English, French, German, Spanish, Italian
Group size:  max. 20 pax
Price:   400 Euros (non-VAT)
not included:  consumption at café and transport costs

Start of the tour in Duca d’Aosta square, in front of the Central Station, meet 
and greet with the guide

Pirelli Skyscraper
Pirelli skyscraper, with its 127 meters, is the tallest building in Milan 
throughout the twentieth century. 

Cà Brutta
The first work of Giovanni Muzio marks both the end and the beginning 
of an architectural style

Headquarters Montecatini
The building designed in 1936 expresses Gio Ponti’s principles: „Architec-
ture is a crystal, a pure volume in which the city is reflected”. 

Coffee break in a modern café. Underground M3 

Offices and Houses in Corso Italia
The desire to create a real modern building convinced Luigi Moretti to 
deny the rules of nineteenth-century.

Velasca Tower
Built in 1958, is a manifesto of contemporary architecture.

End of the tour in Duomo square

Milan

Guided tours to 
architectures of Milan 

Via Savona 103, 
20144 Milano – Italy 

www.ga-milano.it
info@ga-milano.it

Tel. +39 340 7992050
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Contemporary urban developments: a 
rebirth of Milan

Milan is experiencing a period of greats transformation that are totally 
changing the imagine of the city towards Expo 2015. Over the past ten years 
the major industrial and production areas have been transformed into new 
districts, in place of the old industrial buildings now stand new residences, 
offices, universities and public parks.
The most famous Italian and international architects have worked in recent 
years or are working today in Milan, with new ideas to change the look of 
the city, working on quality of life as well as on architectural quality.

Duration:  8 hours
Transport:  bus from the hotel
Services:   experienced local architect as guide, meet and  greet at a  
  hotel, café and lunch reservation
Languages:  English, French, German, Spanish, Italian 
Group size:  max. 45 pax
Price:   800 Euros (non-VAT)
not included:  transport costs, consumption at café, lunch, headsets if more  
  than 25 pax

Start of the tour at the hotel, meet and greet with the guide

Porta Nuova District 
The Garibaldi-Repubblica area is today one of the largest urban rege-
neration project all over Europe, with its new tertiary buildings, luxury 
residences, commercial and cultural spaces, for a global area of about 
350,000 sqm.

Bicocca District
The former Pirelli Bicocca-industrial complex has been entirely trans-
formed in a new university campus, residences, offices, a new theater, a 
shopping center and further public spaces.

Lunch at café 

CityLife
Designed by Zaha Hadid, Daniel Libeskind and Arata Isozaki, it is a symbol 
of the future of Milan. 

Headquarter „Il Sole 24 Ore“
The new headquarters of the main Italian editorial group of economics 
and financial news, has been designed by Renzo Piano. 

Milanofiori Nord 
One of the most important real estate development projects presented 
over the past ten years in Milan.

Milan

Guided tours to 
architectures of Milan 

Via Savona 103, 
20144 Milano – Italy 

www.ga-milano.it
info@ga-milano.it

Tel. +39 340 7992050

27



Munich

Duration:  3,5-4 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and
  greet in the center of Munich, café reservation
Languages:  German, English, Dutch, French, Turkish,    
  Spanish, Portuguese 
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   480 Euros + 19% Tax
not included:  consumption at café

Munich city centre -
Responsible dealing with the existing 
structure

Munich’s historical centre still corresponds essentially to the original 
historical centre from the 12th century, even though large areas where 
destroyed during World War II. Numerous high quality alterations and 
renovations have attracted attention in the recent years.

Start of the tour at the Ohel Jakob Synagoge, meet and greet with the guide. 
Explanation about the city history of Munich and the recent develop-
ments.

Ohel Jakob Synagoge 
Jewish community centre with Synagoge and Museum located in the heart 
of Munich by Wandel Hofer Lorch Architects, Saarbrücken

Hofstatt
One of the most recently opened attraction - a shopping centre with of-
fices and luxury apartments by Peter Meili Architects, Zurich.

Alter Hof
The medieval castle of Munich, partly renovated, partly demolished and 
rebuild by Auer and Weber, Munich and Prof. Peter Kulka, Cologne.

Coffee break at a typical bavarian café

“Five Yards” 
Famous open-air “Shopping Mall” within an old existing building complex 
by Herzog & de Meuron, Basel

Salvator Garage
by Peter Haimerl, is adjacent to the remains of the medieval walls and 
parts of the maiden tower of 1430 – the new façade of the roof addition, 
however, is computer generated.

End of the tour at Odeonsquare, next to the Residence.

ga-munich
       guiding architects munich
Baumeister Neeser GbR
Karlstraße 55
D- 80333 Munich
info@ga-munich.com
www.ga-munich.de 
T.  + 49 - 89 - 590 838 60

Munich City Centre © Photo: Claudia Neeser

Ohel Jakob Synagoge © Photo: Claudia Neeser

Hofstatt © Photo: Leonie Baumeister
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Munich

Duration:  3,5-4 hours
Transport:  walking
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and
  greet at the Modern Pinakothek, café reservation
Languages:  German, English, Dutch, French, Turkish,    
  Spanish, Portuguese 
Group size:  max. 25 pax
Price:   480 Euros + 19% VAT
not included:  consumption at café and entrance fees

ga-munich
       guiding architects munich
Baumeister Neeser GbR
Karlstraße 55
D- 80333 Munich
info@ga-munich.com
www.ga-munich.de 
T.  + 49 - 89 - 590 838 60

Old and Modern Pinakothek © Photo: Claudia Neeser

Private Collection Brandhorst © Photo: Claudia Neeser

Lenbachhaus © Photo: Claudia Neeser

The Museum Area of Munich

More than eight museums and various galleries are concentrated 
on an area of 66 acre. Close to the city centre and in the direct neigh-
bourhood of the Technical University the Museum Area has a very 
important location in Munich. The two most prominent new buildings 
of art on our tour are the, in May 2013 re-opened Lenbachhaus and 
the Egyptian Museum, which opened its doors for the first time in June 
2013.

Start of the tour at the Modern Pinakothek, meet and greet with the guide. 
Modern Pinakothek
Including four different galleries by Stefan Braunfels, Munich

Private Collection Brandhorst
Contemporary and 20th century modern art by Sauerbruch and Hut-
ton, Berlin

Old Pinakothek
built in 1836 by Leo von Klenze and partly demolished during World 
War II, reconstruction in 1957 by Hans Döllgast.

Egyptian Museum and the School of Television and Movies by Peter 
Böhm Architects, Cologne.

Coffee break at the Vorhölzer Forum, roof terrace.

NS- Documentation Centre
opens end of 2014, building by Georg Scheel Wetzel Architekten, Berlin

Königsplatz (Kings’ square)
urban design by Leo von Klenze in 1862, with the Glyptothek and the 
Antique Collection.

Lenbachhaus
Renovation and extension by Norman Foster and Partners, London
End of the tour at the Lenbachhaus
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Grand Projets  - 
Iconic Architecture from Kings to 
Presidents 

For centuries, French leaders have created iconic buildings that offered 
dramatically different visions of what the city is and what it should be-
come. Political power, demolition, and construction have always been in-
separable in Paris. This tour will visit four of the main Grand Projects built 
over the last forty years, and place them in the context of ten centuries of 
political construction to give an understanding of contemporary architec-
ture through the history of Paris.

Duration:  3.5 hours
Transport: walking + métro or bus from Centre Pompidou to IMA
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a central location, café 
Languages: Spanish, English, German, French, Italian
Group size: max. 20 pax
Price:   450 Euros + 20% VAT
not included: consumption at café, transport

 

8 rue du Général Guilhem 
75011 Paris - France

www.ga-paris.fr
paris@ga-paris.fr

Tel. +33 6 88 88 87 46

Start of the tour at the entrance of the métro station Palais Royal, meet and greet 
with the guide

Louvre Pyramid
The best-known Grand Projet is the plan by I. M. Pei to redesign and expand 
the Louvre and add a new entrance within a glass pyramid.

Les Halles 
The redevelopment of the historic market center of Paris is the current 
major project facing the combined stresses of political power, preservation, 
and planning.

Coffee break at a characteristic parisian café

Centre Pompidou
This revolutionary art centre by Renzo Piano and Richard Rogers trans-
formed the entire neighborhood into a hip art district.

Institut du Monde Arabe
Jean Nouvel and Architecture Studio reinterpreted islamic architecture in 
this high-tech metal building. 

End of tour at the Institut du Monde Arabe

Paris
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Paris

New Urban Planning in Paris: Around the 
Bibliothèque Nationale

Explore the redevelopment of a 20 hectare former industrial and train track 
area in the south east of the city between the Bibliothèque Nationale and the 
new University of Paris Diderot campus. The Paris of the future is being 
invented and new ways to build a dense city are under way in what is seen 
as the new university neighborhood.

 

8 rue du Général Guilhem 
75011 Paris - France

www.ga-paris.fr
paris@ga-paris.fr

Tel. +33 6 88 88 87 46

Start of tour on the Avenue de France in front of a café, meet and greet with the 
guide

Bibliothèque Nationale
The icon of the new urban zone Paris Rive Gauche, offers a wide-open 
space with a view of the Seine within its four towers that metaphorically 
represent open books. 

New developments of the Seine and Social Housing projects 
We stop in front of new developments of the Seine borders such as the 
new Simone de Beauvoir Bridge by Dietmar Feichtinger or the Institut de 
la Mode et du Design by Jacob & MacFarlane and see the evolution of social 
housing projects in Christian de Portzamparc’s open block quartier.

Coffee break at a local parisian café

New university campus
New constructions and the renovations of the old mills of Paris by Rudy 
Riciotti and Nicolas Michelin are at the heart of the new Paris Diderot 
University.

High Rise buildings
The end of the Avenue de France and the new projects by Jean Nouvel : the 
“Duo Towers” are in planning. 

End of tour at the RER station Avenue de France

Duration:  3.5 hours
Transport: on foot
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a hotel in the center of Paris, café 
  reservation
Languages: Spanish, English, German, French, Italian
Group size: max. 20 pax
Price:   450 Euros + 20% VAT
not included: consumption at café and transport costs
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Discovering Lisbon’s growth

Walk visit to the historic city centre of Lisbon, understanding its process 
of development through centuries and visiting some examples of contem-
porary architecture. It’s a walk through ages along belvederes: a castle 
from medieval times, even before Portugal was constitutes as a country, 
under Arabic power, Pombal works after the earthquake in 1755, great 
Avenues of the XIXth century and the intervention of contemporary ar-
chitects in this rich urban fabric.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking
Services:  experienced local architect as a guide, meet and greet at a  
  central location
Languages:  Portuguese, English, German, French (if booked in advance we  
  can also have in Spanish and Italian)
Group size:  max 25 pax
Price:   €415 + 23% VAT
not included:  entrance ticket at S. Jorge castle, consumption at café

 

Rua Cândida Sá Albergaria 218 – 2º
4150-183 Porto

tel + 351 966 640 564 / +351 9914 058 161
www.cultour.com.pt
cultour@cultour.com.pt

Start of the tour at a central location

S. Jorge Castle 
(visit of the interior)
Architect Carrilho da Graça made a contemporary intervention in the re-
cent archaeological discoveries.

Portas do Sol 
Architects Manuel and Francisco Aires Mateus designed a very sensitive car 
park and a nice belvedere.

coffee break

MUDE, Design and Fashion Museum 
(visit of interior)
renewal made by Ricardo Carvalho and Joana Vilhena

Chiado 
Following the great fire of 1988, Siza Vieira reconstructed the 18th Century 
Chiado, giving us a masterful lesson in intervention in heritage. Will be vis-
ited the metro subway station (Siza) and Shopping Centre (Siza and Souto 
de Moura).

Porto/Lisbon

Portas do Sol © Ana Aresta, 2014, Cultour

MUDE © Ana Aresta, 2014, Cultour

S. Jorge Castle © Ana Aresta, 2014, Cultour
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Porto world heritage

Porto city historic city centre is UNESCO World Heritage, and is also a 
living organism where old and contemporary architecture co-exist. For 
instance, the city’s main avenue, Aliados Avenue, opened in 1919 by Barry 
Parker, has been renovated in 2006 by Álvaro Siza and Souto Moura, (both 
Pritzker Prizes), taking advantage of the opportunity created by the imple-
mentation of Porto’s subway. We will walk in Porto’s city centre descend-
ing to riversides of Douro, the river that ‘brings’ one of the most famous 
Portuguese wines–Porto. From Gaia, the city in the opposite riverside, 
you’ll have the greatest view of Porto.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking
Services:   experienced local architect as a guide, meet and greet at a  
  central location
Languages:  Portuguese, English, German, French, Spanish, Italian
Group size:  max 25 pax.
price:   €415 + 23% VAT
not included:  funicular and rope-way teleferic tickets’, consumption at café

 

Rua Cândida Sá Albergaria 218 – 2º
4150-183 Porto

tel + 351 966 640 564 / +351 9914 058 161
www.cultour.com.pt
cultour@cultour.com.pt

Start of the tour at a central location

Aliados Avenue 
redesigned by Siza and Souto de Moura
Lello library
(visit of interior)
Clerigos Tower / Portuguese Centre of Photography
renewal by Souto de Moura
Porto’s Cathedral
Casa dos 24
Designed by architect Fernando Távora and built in 2002, on the founda-
tions of the former House of Representatives of the XV century.
Guindais funicular 
by architect Adalberto Dias.

coffee break

Bar do Cálem and Bar “Ar de Rio”,
bars in Porto’s Douro and Gaia’s riversides by Cristina Guedes and Fran-
cisco Vieira Campos

Gaia Rope-Way Teleferic 
Cristina Guedes and Francisco Vieira Campos.

Porto/Lisbon

View of Porto © Sérgio Jacques, 2013, Cultour

Bar do Cálem © Sérgio Jacques, 2013, Cultour

View of Porto © Sérgio Jacques, 2013, Cultour
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The city: from the origin to the 
contemporary renovation.

Santiago de Compostela is a UNESCO world heritage site that welcomes 
pilgrims since the 12th century.  The urban plot that from the Middle Ages 
surrounds the Apostle is an active historical city awarded for its conserva-
tion criteria.  This day tour takes you on a chronological walk from the 
very first spaces of the medieval town and the most significant baroque 
squares to the contemporary architectural projects that surround the 
historical core acting as urban linking pieces between the old town and 
the new developments.

Duration:  8 hours
Transport: on foot
Services:              experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at the hotel or a central location, interior visits, café and 
                          lunch reservation
Languages: English, Spanish, German
Group size: max. 20 pax
Price:   750 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café, lunch and transport costs

Loureiros 10, 2º 
15704 Santiago de Compostela - Spain

www.arquitectosenruta.com
info@arquitectosenruta.com

Tel. +34 658 935 398

Start of the tour at the hotel or central location, meet and greet with the guide

Locus Sancti Jacobi
- The origins of Santiago de Compostela -

The renovation of a baroque square
- Pilgrimage Museum (M. Gallego Jorreto, 2012) and Casa do Cabildo -

Coffee break at a characteristic old café

Alameda
- Outside the city walls: the first stage of the green belt -

Lunch at a market cuisine local restaurant

Galician Centre for Contemporary Art and Bonaval Park
- The city’s planning strategy built up in a museum - (Álvaro Siza, 1993)

New housing projects: Caramoniña
- Urban surgery - (Víctor López Cotelo, 2009)

Explanations of the origins and evolution of the urban plot through the 
most representative public spaces, historic and contemporary buildings, in-
cluding interior visits. 

End of tour at the at the panorama promenade in Avenida Xoan XXIII 

Santiago de Compostela

34



Santiago de Compostela

Loureiros 10, 2º 
15704 Santiago de Compostela - Spain

www.arquitectosenruta.com
info@arquitectosenruta.com

Tel. +34 658 935 398

New city gate
- The contemporary welcome  -  
Xoan XXIII Avenue (M. Gallego Jorreto, 2012)
Public Library Ánxel Casal (Andrés Perea, 2008)

West valley: education and culture
- Linking new boroughs with representative buildings in green areas  - 
Interior visit to the Faculty of Journalism (Álvaro Siza, 2000)

SGAE Headquartes in Vista Alegre  
- Stones - (Antón García-Abril_Ensamble Studio, 2001)

short bus trip

Community Centre A Trisca  
- An active corner - (John, Hejduck 2001)

short bus trip

Coffee break at the City of Culture Canteen

City of Culture of Galicia
- an XXL project-  (Peter Einsenman, 1999 - ongoing)
Interior visits of exhibition areas, library, archive and John Hejduck Towers.

Understanding this unfinished complex:  the brief, the competition, the pro-
ject and its future. 

End of tour at Galician Centre for Contemporary Art

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: bus/ on foot
Services:              experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at a central location, café and transport reservation
  
Languages: English, Spanish, German
Group size: max. 20 pax
Price:   400 Euros + 21% VAT
not included: consumption at café and transport costs

Beyond the city limits

As we leave the historical city behind us we find new public buildings in-
tegrated within green areas that lead us to new residential boroughs and 
natural surroundings following an integrating planning strategy.  In contrast, 
we will visit the best-known contemporary project of Santiago, the City of 
Culture designed by Peter Eisenman, which appears as an isolated area as 
equivalent to the monumental core itself.

35



ZÜRICH-WEST
Transformation Industrial Area

The industrial area Sulzer-Escher-Wyss has been transformed in a lively 
new urbanism with mixed use. To avoid big speculations, the former City 
Building Council Ursula Koch created the cooparative-planning-process. 
Owners, developers and the council develop together! ...and the landown-
ers had to give land public spaces and use, all based on reduced parking 
spaces and new public transportation. One of the first buildings opened 
was the culture-center Schiffbau to get people here in the evening.
Today local-station Bahnhof-Hardbrücke is used by thousands of people, 
eather working, leisure or living in Zurich-West.

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: walking
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, meet and  
  greet at Zurich West, café reservation
Languages: English, German, French, Italian, Spanish
Group size: max. 25 pax
Price:   700 CHF (free of VAT)
not included: consumption at café

ARCHiTOUR Architekturführungen
Schöneggstrasse 5
CH 8004 Zürich, Schweiz
www.architour.ch
architour@architour.ch

Start of the tour at the Zurich West Schiffbau
Explanations about the city history and the developement of Zurich West

Schiffbau Cultural- & Theater-Centre, (Ortner & Ortner, 2000)
 - The origins of transformation  
Turbinenplatz, 2003 & Puls 5, 2004
 - industials present to the public
Toni-Area, (EM2N under construction, 2014)
 - Zurichs former dairy will open soon for art-students 

Coffee-break at Hotel 25hours, (Alfredo Häberli, 2012)  

Highrise Hard-Turm-Park, Mobimo-Tower, 
Pfingstweidpark, Zölly, Maaghof-West  
 - New residential buildings from Diener & Diener, Meili Peter,   
   Gmür & Geschwentner 2011-14:
Prime-Tower, Officebuilding (Gigon & Guyer, 2011) 
 - Switzerlands highest building  
Freitag-Tower, Flagship (Spillmann Echsle, 2006) interior visit 
 - the famous bags from re-used truck-skins
Viaduct, (EM2N, 2010) – partly interior visit
 - 51 transformed viaducts
Löwenbräu-Area, (Gigon & Guyer and Atelier WW, 2012)     
 - new art-center in old brewerypartly interior visit

End of tour at the hotel or in the city center

Zurich
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Zurich

ZURICH-SOUTH 
Cooperative-Housing and transformations

Since more than 100 years cooperative housing is traditional for Zurich. To 
up-grade their position, most cooperatives decided to replace old buildings 
or even enlarge their building-portfolio with new developments. The city-
council helps with low rates for the plots under consideration of realize 
new project according to a selected architectural competition. This change 
made it attractive to young people or even architects to live in modern 
residential buildings. Schools and sport facilities, even a stadium, are situated 
in this part of the city.

Start of tour at the hotel or Albisriderplatz, meet and greet with guide

Hardaupark, (2012) and Schoolhouse Albisriederplatz, 2009  

Wohn- und Geschäftshaus Badenerstrasse 380, (pool, 2010)
 - 1st woodbuilding in the city
2 Schoolhouses Hardau (EM2N, 2006)
 - two different additions
Stadium Letzigrund, (Bétrix & Consolascio, Frei & Ehrensperger, 2007) 
 - athletics and soccer, Weltklasse Zurich

Walk through Letzi-Bath & Blüemliquartier

Residentialbuilding James, (Patrick Gmür, 2007) 
 - living with service  

Cooperative Residentials:
- Zollfreilager, (Meili Peter, Zürich - Mühlethaler, Bern – Wingender 
Hovenier,  Amsterdam 2016)
 -transformation with 800 apartments and 200 studentrooms
- Residentialbuilding Sunnige Hof, (Burkhalter Sumi, 2012) 
- Residentialbuilding A-Park, (2008) 
- Residentialbuilding Triemli, (von Ballmoos Krucker, 2011)
- Residentialbuilding Paul-Clairmont, (Gmür, 2006)

End of tour on the panorama terrace of the Triemli Hospital

Duration:  4 hours
Transport: Walking / public transport 
Services:  experienced local architect as guide, café reservation
Languages: English, German, French, Italian, Spanish
Group size: max. 30 pax
Price:   700 CHF (free of VAT)
not included: consumption at café and transport costs

ARCHiTOUR Architekturführungen
Schöneggstrasse 5
CH 8004 Zürich, Schweiz
www.architour.ch
architour@architour.ch
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